
                                                                                               

 

The Homeless Education Resource Office (HERO) for Families in Transition identifies 

and supports students within Metro Nashville Public Schools who are experiencing 

homelessness. Team HERO provides basics like food, hygiene products, gas cards, 

new shoes and school uniforms to students through regular programming, partners and 

volunteers.  

Some items, though, can’t be provided this way. The hands-down best solution for all 

involved is a web-based system called Purposity (Purpose + Generosity = Purposity). 

Through Purposity, the HERO team brings the Nashville community together to provide 

these trickier items to families with one-click shopping. Critical needs that would 

otherwise go unmet are listed on the Purposity website, then individuals log on and 

choose items to purchase. The goods are directed to the HERO offices, and then hand-

delivered to families.  

Be a Purposity HERO!   
Have your group sign up to be Purposity HEROs for a month – a member of the HERO 

team will come to speak to your group, then help you to promote the website internally 

to make it easy, fun and meaningful to purchase items to keep necessities flowing in a 

timely manner to our families. Accessing and exploring the website is easy, user-

friendly, and there are fun ways to track your group’s progress.  

What will you find on the Purposity list?  
Generally, the HERO Purposity list includes items that help a family living in an 

inadequate housing situation -in a motel, doubled-up with another family or at a 

campground or other such unstable situation – to maintain as much ease and comfort 

as possible. Air mattresses, sleeping bags, towels or bedding, and specific clothing that 

is outside of the school uniform clothing provided by HERO are all commonly needed 

items. Sometimes the list includes things that help a family transitioning from being 

unhoused into a place of their own – this joyful list might include dishes, cleaning 

supplies or small furniture items.  

 

Contact: Jami Oakley, jami.oakley@mnps.org or 713.301.7815. Scan 

the QR code to go directly to the HERO Purposity list and homepage.  
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