J N ews from the MNPS Public Information Office

Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools Media Inquiries: 615/259-8405
Contact: Olivia Brown

MNPS Central Office enhances security

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (Dec. 10, 2008) — Visitors to the MNPS central office on Bransford Avenue will
see enhanced security starting next Monday, Dec. 15. The district is installing walk-through metal detectors at the
public entrances in the front of the building near Human Resources and in the rear at the Customer Service Center.

“The district would rather prevent an incident than respond to one that has occurred,” Ralph Thompson,
assistant superintendent for Student Services. “Employee entrances will continue to function as usual, with
electronic access to employees with valid MNPS identification badges.”

In addition to the walk-through metal detectors, the plan also calls for the use of hand-held wands and x-
ray machines that will be installed in the coming weeks. The new equipment is part of the district's ongoing plan
to ensure the safety of students and employees. While the majority of efforts and expenditures in recent years have
gone to increasing security at schools, the district's Student Services Division, which oversees security, does not
want to overlook the needs of the central office.

The equipment is being purchased with money from the Safe Schools Grant.

Metro Nashville Public Schools provide a range of educational opportunities to more than 75,000 students
in Nashville and Davidson County. The governing body for MNPS is the Metropolitan Nashville and Davidson
County Board of Public Education, a nine-member group elected by residents of Metropolitan Nashville. For more

information, please visit www.mnps.org.
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