
High School Redesign:High School Redesign:
Freshman, Thematic, and Freshman, Thematic, and 

Career Academies.Career Academies.

Giving Students Giving Students 
More Options and More ToolsMore Options and More Tools

to Succeed in Life. to Succeed in Life. 



Redesigning High Schools with Smaller Redesigning High Schools with Smaller 
Learning Communities ModelLearning Communities Model

Based on 3 RBased on 3 R’’s: s: 

RigorRigor –– A Rigorous, Challenging CurriculumA Rigorous, Challenging Curriculum

RelevanceRelevance –– Students learning how subjects/lessons apply in the Students learning how subjects/lessons apply in the 
business world. They learn the business world. They learn the ““whywhy”” and the and the ““how.how.””

RelationshipsRelationships –– Smaller learning communities allow for more nurturing Smaller learning communities allow for more nurturing 
studentstudent--teacher relationships.teacher relationships.

Relationships of an Relationships of an 
Elementary SchoolElementary School Structure Structure 

of a of a 
Middle SchoolMiddle School

Rigor of a High Rigor of a High 
SchoolSchool



2121stst Century SkillsCentury Skills
Small Learning Communities teach students 21st Century Small Learning Communities teach students 21st Century 

Skills and how to be an effective contributor to Skills and how to be an effective contributor to 
the global business community.the global business community.



Career/Thematic Academies as Career/Thematic Academies as 
Small Learning CommunitiesSmall Learning Communities

Career/Thematic Prep Centers and Academies Career/Thematic Prep Centers and Academies 
are organized as small learning communities that:are organized as small learning communities that:

integrate curriculum of all courses under a specific career integrate curriculum of all courses under a specific career 
or theme of studyor theme of study
prepare students academically for postprepare students academically for post--secondary secondary 
education and providing students with marketable skills for education and providing students with marketable skills for 
employment employment 
provide learning opportunities that are coordinated with      provide learning opportunities that are coordinated with      
learning at school and with community partnerslearning at school and with community partners
use business relationships, service learning, job shadowing use business relationships, service learning, job shadowing 
and and mentorshipsmentorships to enhance studentsto enhance students’’ learning experiencelearning experience
careers and themes are based on the 16 National Career careers and themes are based on the 16 National Career 
ClustersClusters



16 National Career Clusters16 National Career Clusters

FinanceFinance

Architecture Architecture 
& & 

ConstructionConstruction

Arts, A/V Arts, A/V 
Technology Technology 

& & 
CommunicationCommunication

Business Business 
ManagementManagement

&&
AdministrationAdministration

EducationEducation
&&

TrainingTraining

HospitalityHospitality
&&

TourismTourism

ManufacturingManufacturing

Agriculture, Agriculture, 
Food & Food & 

Agricultural Agricultural 
ResourcesResources

HumanHuman
ServicesServices

Marketing, Marketing, 
Sales &Sales &
ServiceService

GovernmentGovernment
&&

PublicPublic
AdministrationAdministration

Health Health 
ScienceScience

InformationInformation
TechnologyTechnology

Law, PublicLaw, Public
Safety &Safety &
SecuritySecurity

Science,Science,
Technology, Technology, 

Engineering & Engineering & 
MathematicsMathematics

Transportation, Transportation, 
Distribution & Distribution & 

LogisticsLogistics

As recognized by the US Department of EducationAs recognized by the US Department of Education



Career/Thematic Academy Career/Thematic Academy 
IllustrationIllustration

High SchoolHigh School

Health ScienceHealth Science

-- Diagnostic ServicesDiagnostic Services

-- Biotech ResearchBiotech Research

-- Therapeutic ServicesTherapeutic Services

Architecture & Architecture & 
ConstructionConstruction

--Automotive DesignAutomotive Design

-- EngineeringEngineering

-- HorticultureHorticulture

Arts, Audio/Video Arts, Audio/Video 
& Communications& Communications

--Graphic Graphic 
CommunicationsCommunications

-- Broadcasting & Broadcasting & 
JournalismJournalism

-- Fashion DesignFashion Design



Career/Thematic Academies:Career/Thematic Academies:

Proven BenefitsProven Benefits
Students graduate ready for college Students graduate ready for college andand careercareer
Students connect with a teacher/advisorStudents connect with a teacher/advisor
Higher academic standardsHigher academic standards
Personalized learning environmentsPersonalized learning environments
Equity for all studentsEquity for all students
Affiliation: a sense of belonging for studentsAffiliation: a sense of belonging for students
Lower sense of student apathy, isolation, and alienationLower sense of student apathy, isolation, and alienation
Student and community voice and involvementStudent and community voice and involvement
Focused instruction and interdisciplinary curriculumFocused instruction and interdisciplinary curriculum
Higher attendance ratesHigher attendance rates
Lower dropLower drop--out ratesout rates
Higher selfHigher self--esteem and satisfaction with schoolesteem and satisfaction with school
Fewer discipline problemsFewer discipline problems
More promise for atMore promise for at--risk and disengaged studentsrisk and disengaged students
Lower incidence of school violenceLower incidence of school violence


